HUMBERSIDE TEAM RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

FROM HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL
Work by a local multi-agency team to successfully cut crime in Humberside has been recognised with a prestigious national award.

HRH The Princess Royal presented representatives of Humberside’s Priority & Prolific Offenders (PPO) Team with The Butler Trust Award for Offender Management and Sentence Planning during a ceremony at Buckingham Palace. 

Senior Probation Officer Kirsty Corkhill and Police Detective Superintendent Rick Proctor represented the team. The award recognises the team’s success in establishing Humberside as a centre for excellence in delivering a targeted PPO strategy.

Figures show that just 10% of offenders commit 50% of crime. Through the local team’s work, these rates of re-offending have fallen.  

Initial results from the four units show reductions of between 24% and 56% in the re-offending rate for domestic burglary and vehicle crime, demonstrating the dedication and sheer hard work of the enthusiastic, professional PPO team.

The award is one of several presented by The Princess Royal on behalf of The Butler Trust, an independent charity whose Annual Award Scheme seeks to identify and promote excellence and innovation by staff working with offenders throughout the UK. 

In Humberside, specialist units were set up in each of four local authority areas, key partnerships established with statutory and voluntary agencies and PPOs were managed successfully to rigorous national standards of supervision.  

Kirsty Corkhill, Probation Manager with North Lincolnshire PPO Unit, said: “Humberside PPO teams are very pleased indeed to win a Butler Trust Award. The award means so much to all of those involved in the delivery of this strategy, as we are fiercely proud of the hard work that has been put in by all involved and, of course, of the results that we have shown.  

“However, it is fantastic that these achievements have also been recognised by such a distinguished body as The Butler Trust. The results that have been achieved, since the Home Office's launch of the PPO strategy in 2004, are a testament to the commitment of all of the partnership agencies involved and we have no doubt that the proven reductions in re-offending have a positive impact on all our communities.”

Chief Superintendent Kevin Sharp, Police lead with North East Lincolnshire PPO Unit said: “Although we know ours is a very effective scheme, it's great to receive recognition from those outside the area. 

“A top priority of all involved in PPO work is to reduce crime. To achieve this it is vital we understand what motivates people to commit crime and the steps we can take to prevent them re-offending. We can only do this by working closely together with our colleagues in other agencies so that we can respond in a coordinated manner to address an individual’s offending behaviour.”

Pat Trehan, Drug Intervention Programme (DIP) lead with Hull PPO Unit added: “The DIP works closely with Probation on all cases. The alignment in our work with PPOs is a clear example of excellence in practice and of the added value that robust partnership working brings. This prestigious award is a fitting tribute to the success of the DIP and PPO teams working together and to those staff whose work with this hard-to-reach group has changed individual lives, reduced crime and made the community a safer place.”

John Sanderson, Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership lead with East Riding PPO Unit explained: “When we established the Prolific Offender Scheme in 2004 we were convinced that better co-ordination of efforts to deal with the small number of offenders who cause the most harm to communities would pay dividends. This has proved to the case; the marked decrease in offences committed by prolific offenders has contributed to very substantial reductions in crime in the East Riding.”

The award was one of 42 being presented this year to prison staff throughout the UK, Probation staff in England and Wales and Criminal Justice Social Work staff in Scotland. 

Commenting on the awards, Sir Trevor Brooking, Chairman of The Butler Trust said: “The Butler Trust is delighted to be able to draw attention to and reward some of the wonderful and innovative ways in which prison and probation staff help offenders. Much of what these talented people do is challenging and often goes unseen by the general public. However, they play a crucial role in reducing re-offending rates across the UK. I would like to extend my personal thanks to each and every one of them.”

· Ends 

Notes to Editors
For further information, or for interviews with Probation and Police representatives, please contact Janet Birt, Personal Assistant to the Chief Officer of Humberside Probation Area on 01482 867271

PICTURE CAPTION:

Pictured at Buckingham Palace with the Butler Trust Award are, from left to right, Senior Probation Officer Kirsty Corkhill, Detective Superintendent Rick Proctor, Probation Officer Andrea Wilkinson, and Probation Area Manager Kate Munson. 

THE BUTLER TRUST

For details of all the 2008 Butler Trust Award winners please visit www.thebutlertrust.org.uk
The Butler Trust was set up in 1985 and named after RAB Butler, reforming Home Secretary.  It is an independent registered charity funded by charitable trusts, corporate, individual as well as some statutory support.  HRH The Princess Royal has been the Trust’s Patron since 1985.  

Butler Trust awards identify and promote excellence and innovation in a sector that is often misunderstood and frequently receives negative publicity.  The awards recognise exceptionally dedicated, and often creative and innovative work, and enable the development and dissemination of best practice.

The Trust invites nominations through Butler Trust Local Assessment Panels from all Prison Service and privately managed establishments, Probation Areas in England and Wales, Headquarters groups and court escort contractors, criminal justice social work agencies in Scotland and the Probation Board of Northern Ireland.  
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